Brownie My Family Story - Life Skills crades2&3

Goal: When | earn this badge, I'll know how to tell my family story.

Notes: Every family has stories. It’s good to share them so you know who helped make you who
you are. Do this badge to find out more about people you love and who love you. That’s your
family!

Step 1: Explore Family Stories

What I'll do: You'll hear so many stories in this badge! You might want to record them on audio or
video. This way, you will remember them - and other family members can hear the stories too!

What I'll need:

¢ Video or Voice Recorder - Pencil & Paper, Handheld Audio Recorder, Webcam, Tablet, iPad
or Cell Phone w/Audio/Video Recorder
¢ (2) Books or (1) Movie or (2) TV Shows about Families

How I’ll do it:

There are all kinds of family stories and all kinds of families. As you explore these stories, think
about the questions below. Talk about your answers with your family (and virtually with your
Brownie friends!).

Choices - Do One:

Read two stories starring families. Many books are all about girls and their families. Read two
on your own (or in a virtual group).

Check out these websites for book ideas:

https://www.storylineonline.net/ also on YouTube (Search Storyline Online)

https://stories.audible.com/start-listen - Audible announced a free website with audiobooks for
children of all ages. Everything on the site is free, with no login or membership required.

OR
Watch a family story. Watch one movie or two different TV shows about family.

Check out these websites/apps for movie and TV show suggestions:

https://www.disneyplus.com/

https://disneynow.com/

For More FUN: If your family was in a movie, what would they do? Come up with a name for your
family’s movie, and draw the movie poster.

Family Story Questions:

e How are the families the same?
e How are they different?


https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
https://www.disneyplus.com/
https://disneynow.com/

e Are the families like your own?

Family Traditions

A tradition is something you do again and again. Traditions can help bring families closer
together. Does your family have any special traditions?

Maybe you play a silly game on long car trips, or make the same dessert for every family
birthday.

It’s fun to start new traditions too. Could your family have a monthly game night, or do a
walk for charity?

Step 2: Know Where Your Family is From

What I'll do: Family stories are passed down differently in different cultures. How does your family
share its family traditions and history?

What I'll need:

e Map (may require adult assistance with internet access)
e Crayons, Colored Pencils, Paints, and/or Buttons, Beads, Ribbons, Miscellaneous Media to
create 3D Art

How r’ll do it:
Find out which different countries, states, or towns your family comes from.

Choices - Do One:

Ask about a festival, holiday, or event. Learn why that day is special. How do people have fun
on that day? Try out one highlight of the day with your family or Brownie group - perhaps a ritual, a
costume, or a recipe.

Check out these websites for cultural resources:

https://www.raz-kids.com/main/BookDetail/id/112/from/quizroom/languageld/1 - Raz-Kids:
Holidays Around the World - English, Spanish, French - Listen eBook, Audio eBook (Grade 3)

https://cptv.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/holidays/ - PBS Learning Media - All About the
Holidays

https://passionpassport.com/guide-indigenous-festivals/ - Passion Passport — A Guide to
Indigenous Festivals Around the World

https://www.brownielocks.com/nativeamerican.html - Brownielocks - Native American
Celebrations & Holidays

OR

Ask about a song, game, or dance. Try to sing the song, play the game, or dance the dance! You
could teach it to your virtual Brownie group.

Check out these websites/channels for cultural song, game, and dance resources:



https://www.raz-kids.com/main/BookDetail/id/112/from/quizroom/languageId/1
https://cptv.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/holidays/
https://passionpassport.com/guide-indigenous-festivals/
https://www.brownielocks.com/nativeamerican.html

https://youtu.be/I6A2EFkjXq4 - YouTube - Where Are You From? - Maple Leaf Learning

https://youtu.be/Zpb7CWcPeRQ - YouTube - Under the Green Corn Moon - Native American
Lullabies (Full Album) - Michele Autunno

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChTyfMo7mjS41tdS9dzNWPZ - YouTube Channel - Folk
Dances Around the World

Ideas for More Family Fun!

¢ Find a place someone in your family came from on a map.

e Ask an adult to help you use a website with pictures from satellites to look at a far-
away relative’s house from space.

e Draw the flag from a pace someone in your family is from.

Step 3: Make a Story Tree
What I'll do: Make a Family Tree.
What I'll need:

e Construction Paper/Sketch Book
e Crayons, Colored Pencils, Paints, and/or Buttons, Beads, Ribbons, Miscellaneous Media to
create 3D Art

How I’ll do it:

Knowing who your family members are is half the fun! Find a special detail about each person to
write on your family tree. Then make your tree in one of these ways.

Choices - Do One:

Use the Story Tree. Look at Brownie Elf’s story tree to see an example. Then draw your family on
the story tree. Write your family’s special details on one of your journal pages.

Check out these websites for Family/Story Tree Resources:

https://youtu.be/3wdM1Rx0HdI - Smile and Learn - English — Vocabulary about FAMILY for Children
- Family Tree for Kids

https://youtu.be/MIm_HO1Z6Ss - YouTube - The Family Story, Read by Sherry

OR

Draw or paint your tree. You can choose colors, shapes, and decorate it yourself. You could use
photos of your family, too!

Check out these websites for tutorials on creating Your Family/Story Tree:

https://youtu.be/dWyL1pPgOpg - YouTube - How to Draw a Family Tree — Azz Art Gallery



https://youtu.be/l6A2EFkjXq4
https://youtu.be/Zpb7CWcPeRQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnTyfMo7mjS4ItdS9dzNWPg
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https://youtu.be/WMmBvFaYFVM - YouTube - Family Tree — Family Tree for Kids Project — How to
Draw Family Tree — Kadeejas Craft & Creation

Special Family Details:

e The person’s nickname

¢ The person’s favorite color

e The person’s favorite thing to eat
e The person’s pet

e A funny story about that person

e The person’s favorite joke

e The person’s hobby

*** More to Explore! **

Make two trees! Make your own family tree. Then, make a big group family tree with your
Brownie friends. Add a special detail about every girl.

Step 4: Find an Object that Means Something to Your Family
What I'll do: With your family, find an object that tells a part of your family’s story.
What I'll need:

e List of Questions
e Family Heirloom

How I'll do it:

Objects like photos, jewelry, and books can mean a lot. They can be favorite things from old times,
or things that made people feel special. This means that objects can have their own stories!

How to Get Good Stories

Sometimes it can be hard to get people talking. They might need you to ask good questions. Try
not to ask questions that have a yes or no answer.

You can try these:

e What were your favorite subjects in school?

e Who were your best friends when you were younger? Why were you friends?
e What school activities or sports did you do?

e Was your name ever in a newspaper? Why?

e What clothes did girls wear when you were younger?

Choices - Do One:



https://youtu.be/WMmBvFaYFvM

Ask about an old photo. Learn what was happening when the photograph was taken. Share the
photo and the story with a family member who doesn’t know about them!

For More FUN: Write or draw a story that begins or ends with that moment. Use your family
members as characters.

OR

Talk about an object that has been handed down. Sometimes family members pass important
objects on to other family members. Learn the story behind one of these.

For More FUN: Make a family time capsule. Include pictures of important objects, photos, family
news, and even your drawings. Be sure to decide when it will be opened!

More to Explore!

Make a family scrapbook. Team up with your family to gather, take, or draw pictures of
different objects to put in a scrapbook. You could include pictures of the people to whom
the objects belong! Share your book with Brownie friends.

Step 5: Share Your Family Story
What I'll do: You've heard so many amazing family stories. Now it’s time to share them with others!
What I'll need:

e Family Tree
e Family Heirloom

How ''ll do it: Pick one of these activities to help you tell your story.

Choices - Do One:

Make a family crest. In some countries, each family has a crest. A crest is a picture that uses
colors and symbols to show what’s important to the family. Think of what is important to your
family, then draw your crest. Tell your friends why you drew it in just that way.

For More FUN: Ask an adult to print out your crest on transferable paper, and iron it onto a T-shirt
for you to wear.

OR

Become pen pals with another member of your family. Write about what you and your family
are doing. You could pick someone far away, and even send photos. Make a special folder to keep
copies of notes you send and notes you get.

For More FUN: At your next family gathering, read some of your notes.

Veterans History Project




The Veterans History Project (VHP) honors veterans, or people who have served in a war, by
gathering their stories. Veterans can tell their stories in an interview or share journals, letters, and
photos. The stories are saved in the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C., for others to read now
and in the future. If you'd like to help a veteran tell his or her story (maybe there’s a veteran in your
family?), ask an adult for help you find instructions on the VHP website:

www.loc.gov/vets

Where | can purchase the Badge:

https://www.girlscoutshop.com/BROWNIE-MY-FAMILY-STORY-BADGE

Add the Badge to Your Journey

When you do Step 2, you can also ask your family about their favorite line of the Girl Scout
Law. Use the answer to make your Family Star as part of your Brownie Quest.

Link to Purchase the Brownie Quest Journey Book:

https://www.girlscoutshop.com/BROWNIE-QUEST-JOURNEY-BOOK

Now that I’ve earned this badgde, | can give service by:

¢ Sharing important family stories with members who might not know them
e Creating a meaningful family crest
¢ Being my family’s “recorder” at our next gathering

I’'m inspired to:



http://www.loc.gov/vets
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